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The Freegrace Marble Farm is an historic landmark’ in the town 


of Sutton, Massachusetts. Settled sometime prior to 173417 by 
Freegrace and Mary (Sibley) Marble, the remaining portion of the 
original farm continues to serve the interests of farm animal 
enthusiasts, those with historic and genealogical interests and 
those seeking to preserve ritual sites of the indigenous people. 


Currently the farm totals 53 acres comprised of the house lot at 
the intersection of Burbank Road and Sibley Road, a barn and 
Sheds across Sibley Road, pasture lands across both Burbank 
Road and Sibley Road, and adjoining woodlands and wetlands. 
There is also a small cemetery in one of the wooded areas. 
Collectively these are identified as Parcels 10-2, 10-47, 10-55, 10- 


159, 10-169 and 10-179 on the town lot plan? for this area. 


(1) 
Starting with distribution of the property among the next 
generation of the Marble family in 1763 (details below), there 
have obviously been many divisions of the original farm property 
in the intervening two hundred and sixty years. As a descendant 
of Mary and Freegrace Marble and having grown up in nearby 
Marble Village, I have long been curious about the size of the 
original farm and interested in identifying the locations of the 
boundaries on the current terrain. 


Consider what is below as an information source and not as 
absolute fact. It includes my interpretations of what I have found 
in the documents and other sources I have located and viewed in 
the woods. It is possible that there is additional information that 
I have yet to find or that I have misinterpreted details in what I 
have found. 


My thanks to Sutton Historical Society member Peter Michelson 
for the detailed work he has been doing on the locations of the 
lots and parcels assigned to each of the 30 settling families and 
for sharing that information. To James Marran, current owner of 
the Freegrace Marble Farm, for sharing his extensive knowledge 
of the existing farm property and for participating in walk-abouts 
to help identify some of the boundaries of the full sized farm. To 
the owners of some of the abutting properties for allowing us to 
look for evidence of the boundaries and the corners. 


In Brief 


Starting with assignment of an 80 acre lot in 1720, over the next 
17 years Freegrace acquired 110 acres of abutting properties and 
sold 10 acres. As of 1737 the full farm totaled 180 


adjoining acres. 


The full southwest boundary line remains delineated by stone 
walls and, through the marshland, a row of stones. The southeast 
property line remains delineated by two connected stone walls 
extending from the “house lot” (my terminology) to the side of 
Rte. 146. The northwest and northeast boundaries and corner 
points described and shown below are based on dimensional 
information and limited descriptions in the records and deeds. 


The details are below. 


(2) 
Background Information 


Present day Sutton is part of a much larger area named Sutton 
and described in a 1704 grant issued by the General Court and 
signed by Gov. Joseph Dudley. A transcribed copy of this grant 


can be found in the Proprietors Records of Sutton* (referred to as 
Proprietors Records below). 


One of the requirements of the grant was that “a town of thirty 
families” be settled “within seven years after the end of the 
present war”. The latter refers to the conflict later identified as 
Queen Anne’s War, which ended in 1713. 


To facilitate and accelerate the settling, the Proprietors 
designated a 4000 acre area to be divided among thirty families. 
(More correctly 4960 acres allowing for Crooked Pond - later 
named Singletary Lake - and Ramshorn Pond and land previously 
assigned to a Hutchinson. The 4960 acres are visible on a plan 
bound in with the Proprietors Records on digital image page 
135.) The first “division” of this land consisted of thirty 40 acre 
house lots - most abutting the others. 


Note: The word “division” refers to the assignment of lots and 
parcels to the Settlers. The First Division was assignment of the 
40 acre house lots only. The Second Division included lots 
ranging from 45 to 80 acres and additional parcels - some 


adjoining the lots, some separate. Some subsequent assignments 
of supplemental parcels are also recorded. 
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That was done because on December 5, 


1718 Freegrace Marble purchased” from 
William Stockwell “...a Thirtieth part of 
said Four Thousand Acres. ” including , 

.. the Said Lot of Land containing Forty Acres with ci Manion 
or dwelling house standing thereon...”. Total cost 39L. 


(3) 
As phrased in the History of Sutton, 1704 - 1876, all thirty 
families were given land within the 4000 acres. However, as the 
deed shows, Freegrace Marble - and possibly one or two others - 
bought into the process. But that is a topic for another occasion. 


Forty acre Lot 24 abutted Lot 25 owned by Joseph Sibley and Lot 
23 owned by John Sibley. Nearby Lot 27 was owned by Ebenezer 
Daggett, husband of Hannah Sibley. All of these Sibleys were 
siblings of Mary (Sibley) Marble. 


Based on the limited positional and dimensional information on 
the 4000 acre plan mentioned above, Lot 24 was in the area of 
what was later named Wheelock Road. Based on the reference to 
the dwelling house in the Stockwell-to-Marble deed, it is expected 
that this is where Freegrace and Mary resided before a house 
was built on what became their farm property. 


This 40 acre property, originally identified as Lot 24, First 
Division, and the abutting 40 acre property, originally identified 
as Lot 25, First Division, were sold to Samuel Lillie on January 27, 


1730 Julian calendar)/1731 (Gregorian calendar)®. This is the 
information source for 1731 entered above. This also confirms 
that Lot 8 in the Second Division - described below - did not 
adjoin their original house lot. 


Records of the Second Division start on 9" page of the 


Proprietors of the 4000 Acres records’. (Image 136 in the PDF 
format volume. Be prepared for some confusion as the Lot 1 to 
30 numbering sequence used in the First Division assignments is 
repeated in the Second Division assignments.) The common date 
for all records is January 20" 1719 (Julian calendar)/1720 
(Gregorian calendar). 


Most of the Lots in the Second Division were 70 or 80 acres. 
Several included additional parcels of land and access paths to 
open meadows and marsh lands (the latter two presumably to 
have been used for crop growing and farm animal grazing until 
trees were cleared from the main lots). A few of the Second 
Division Lots adjoined the First Division Lot, but most did not. 


(4) 
Start and growth of the farm 


80 Acre Lot & in the Second Division was assigned to 


Freegrace Marble’. The location is described as “laid out to the 
right of the twenty fourth lot”. That seems to indicate that this 
lot adjoined the First Division Lot 24, which Freegrace Marble 
owned. However, the 120 acres of land to the right (northeast) of 
Lot 24 had already been assigned in the First Division as 40 acre 
Lots 23, 22 and 21. In fact, Lot 8, Second Division, was about 


3000 feet to the northeast from where Lot 24, First Division, is 
believed to have been. 


Dimension of Lot 8: Northwest (northerly) side was 205 rods 
(3382.5 ft.). Southwest (westerly) side was 74 rods (1221 ft). 
Northeast (easterly) side was 55 rods (907.5 ft). Also, a portion 
of southeast (southerly) side, starting at the corner of the stone 
wall where it meets the southwest (westerly) side, is identified as 
85 rods (1402.5) long. 


Not perfectly rectangular. 205 x 55 = 11275 sq. rods = 70.46875 
acres. 19 (74 - 55) rods x 85 rods = 1615 sq. rods = 9.5 acres. 
Total 79.96875 acres. 


What this equates to is a 70 acre rectangular main 
lot with a 10 acre parcel (the house lot) attached to 
it in the southwest corner area. 


70 acre Lot 9 in the Second Division was assigned to Timothy 


Manning’. This lot is identified as bounded “Sotherly by the land 
of Freegrace Marble”. This was the next lot in the sequence and, 
also being 205 rods wide, abutted the complete northwest side of 
Lot 8. 


The assignment to Timothy Manning also included a 10 acre 
parcel “ajoyning to the (overwritten) Land of said Marbel” 
bounded “Notherly by the land of Freegrace Marble”. This 10 
acre parcel adjoined the 10 acre extension of Lot 8 along the 
southeast side. This became part of the house lot, now identified 
as 10-55 on the town plan and as 80 Burbank Rd. There are stone 
walls in the wooded area behind the house delineating this 
parcel. 


Timothy Manning sold the 70 acre lot and the 10 acre 
parcel to Freegrace Marble on January 18, 1720 (Julian 


calendar)/1721 (Gregorian calendar)’. 


(5) 


There was also a separate 10 acre parcel at Millbrook, which was 
downstream from Crooked Pond (later named Singletary Lake). 
Also access to a meadow land called “Lower flag hole....within the 
land of John Gibbs”. Total cost for all 23L. 


On May 7, 1735 Freegrace purchased 10 acres from Simon 


Dakin’. In the deed this is identified as being “...Part of that 
land which I (Dakin) Purchased of the Rev. Mr. David Hall...” Itis 
described as “... Beginning at a stake and heap of stones being ye 
northwest corner of said land and stands near a white oak tree 
standing on land left for a highway is the southwest corner of 
Freegrace Marbles land.” Following descriptions of the 
southeasterly, easterly and northwesterly lengths and corners is 
“...ye corner of Freegrace Marbles viz: ye southeast corner and 
ye running westerly bounding on said Marbles land to the bounds 
first mentioned...” Total cost 25L. 


Simon Dakin had previously purchased 65 acres of land from Rev. 


David Hall'* that are described as “...bounded Northerly on the 
land of ffregrace Marble...”. This was the land identified as Lot 6, 
Second Division, in the Proprietors of the 4000 Acres records. 


The 10 acre parcel described above abutted the 10 acre parcel 
that Freegrace had previously acquired from Timothy Manning. 
Existing stone walls on 80 Burbank Road also outline part of this 
parcel. See Landmarks/Highly Probable SW Corner below for 
more details. 


On March 14, 1736 Qulian calendar)/1737 (Gregorian 


calendar) Freegrace purchased 20 acres (? - read below) 


from Elisha Johnson”’: 


“One certain messuage~ or tract of land situate lying or being in 
Sutton butted and bounded as followeth Beginning at a stake and 
heap of stones it being the southwesterly corner thence running 
northardly by the land of Freegrace Marble sixty rods to stake 
and heap of stones being the northwesterly corner then running 


by the said Marbles land Eighty rods to a stake and heap of 
stones then running south thirty degrees east by the land of 
Benony Chase to a stake and heap of stones then turning upon a 
direct line to the bounds first mentioned the whole containing 
twenty acres”. Total cost 60L. 


* messauge - a dwelling house with outbuildings and land 
assigned to its use. 

(6) 
This was the northwest portion of Lot 7, Second Division, that had 
been assigned to 
Nathaniel Johnson, father of Elisha Johnson. In the description of 
one of the boundary properties identified in the 1735 Dakin-to- 
Marble deed cited above, Nathaniel Johnson is identified as 
deceased. Son Elisha was by then in control of all of the 
properties. 


There is a problem in the size of this parcel as described in the 
deed. At the end it is identified as being 20 acres. However, 60 
rods x 80 rods = 4,800 sq. rods 

4,800 divided by 160 sq. rods per acre = 30 acres. 


Further research on the sale of portions of the combined lands 
that were Lot 7, Second Division, and adjoining Lot 9, First 
Division - both of which were owned or managed by Elisha 
Johnson - and an existing stone wall provided conclusive 
evidence. Among the sales were 20 acres partially “...bounded on 
the land of Freegrace Marble...” sold to Benoni Chase on 
February 15, 1735 (JJulian)/1736. 


On the town lot plan on the internet®, when viewed on the 2019 
USGS basemap, a stone wall can be seen running from the back 
north corner of Parcel 10-41 (32 Sibley Rd.) to the side of Rte. 
146. That wall extended the southeast boundary wall of the farm 
from the “house lot” area. Although not stated in the deed, the 
northeast (easterly) property line of this 20 acre parcel was about 
25 rods/413 feet long. 


Sold along the way 


Freegrace Marble sold a triangular parcel containing 9 or 10 


acres to Benoni Chase on December 9, 1734'°. The limited 
description of this parcel indicates it to have been the southeast 
corner of the 70 acre portion of land included in the Lot 8, 
Second Division assignment. Received 40L. 


Note: There is an error in the boundary description in the deed. 
“.,..begining att ye Easterly Line of ye four Thousand acres in 
Sutton...Running Northeasterly...” The starting point was the line 
that distinguished the northeast side of the 4000 acres assigned 
to the Settlers from the land retained by - and divided among - 
the Proprietors. “Running Northeasterly” from that point would 
have extended this parcel into the Proprietors land, none of of 
which was owned by Freegrace Marble in this area and he had no 
authority to sell. Correct description would have been 
“.,.beginning at the easterly line of the four thousand acres in 
Sutton...and running northwesterly along that line...”. 

(7) 

The Full Farm as of 1737 


Area Lot 8, Second Division 80 
acres 


Purchased from Timothy Manning 


Lot 9, Second Division +70 

acres 
Parcel associated with Lot 9 +10 

acres 
Parcel sold to Benoni Chase -10 

acres 
Parcel purchase from Simon Dakin +10 


acres 


Parcel purchased from Elisha Johnson +20 


acres 
Total 180 acres 
Dimensions Northwest (northerly) side 205 rods 
3382.5 ft 


Southwest (westerly) side 166.6 rods 
2748.5 ft 

combined of Lot 8, Lot 9 

and the two 10 acre parcels 


Southeast (southerly side) 170.8 rods 
2818 ft 

(combined of “house lot” 

& Johnson acquisition) 


Northeast (easterly) side staggered - see plan 
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Freegrace Marble Farm 


Outline and Area as of 1737 
205 rods/3382.5 feet 
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Landmarks 


Definite Southwest Property Line of Full Farm 


In the Proprietors of the 4000 Acres records“, the descriptions for 
each of the 

Lots 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 16 in sequence through this 
area include “Bounding westwardly by the land left fora 
highway” or similar phrasing. 


The original plan was to have a straight “highway” (general term 
for a roadway with an elevated center and ditches along the side 
to improve drainage, i.e., a “high way”) running from Country 
Road (later named Boston Road) straight along the southwest 
side of each of these lots and into the Proprietors land to the 
northwest (now Millbury). Sections of this line can be seen on 
Axisgis.com/SuttonMA/ starting between Parcels 17-30 and 17-32 
off Boston Road, along Parcels 17-27, 

10-55, 10-2, into and bordering Sibley Reservoir and beyond to 
Parcel 9-96. 


The stone wall along the southwest side of Parcels 10-55 (80 
Burbank) and 10-2 (77 Burbank) marks this boundary. The wall 
can be viewed extending into Parcel 10-195, but does not appear 
on the town lot plan on Axisgis.com/SuttonMA/ because it is not 
needed to identify a current property line through that area. 


(10) 
This wall - or, more correctly, a row 
of stones placed to delineated the property line - continues 
through the former Sibley Reservoir area. With the current 
owner’s permission, a partial walk about the perimeter was done 
in November of 2023. 


Entering from the NW corner of Parcel 10-2, a row of stones can 
be seen running into the dam (barely visible through the brush in 
the center of the photograph 

below). No reason for it to be there other than the fact that it 
was there prior to the dam being constructed in 1865 and 1866 
(The dam was breached in 2019 for safety reasons.) 


(11) 
That row of stones probably runs under the dam, into and 
through the marshland. Although not shown on the 
Axisgis.com/SuttonMA/ town lot plan (as it does not designate a 
current parcel boundary), the straight line row of stones was 
observed running toward the northwest along the northeast side 


of the former reservoir, through the area adjoining Parcels 10- 
153, 152, 4 and 6. 


It could be seen continuing toward the northwest along the 
southwest side of Parcel 10-8 (133 Burbank Road). 


Except for the gap for the pathway that became Burbank Road 
near the Marble home, this wall continuously defined the 
southwest side of the full sized Freegrace Marble farm for the 


166.6 rods/2748.5 feet seen on the site plan. This boundary 
is referred to as the southwest wall or SW wall below 
(my terminology). 


(12) 
Highly Probable Southwest Corner of Full Farm 


The southwest corner of Parcel 10-55 (80 Burbank Road) (GPS 
42.159028, 


-71.750856), could be the corner of the 10 acre parcel Freegrace 
purchased from Timothy Manning Or of the 10 acre parcel he 
purchased from Simon Dakin. 


Based on all of the evidence it is the Southwest Corner of 
the 10 acre parcel purchased from Dakin and of the Full 
Sized Freegrace Marble Farm. 


That evidence includes: The identified size of the original Lot 6, 
Second Division, and as described in subsequent deeds. The 
reference points in a later deed for the sale of the remainder of 
the Lot 6 area. The positioning of three walls across Parcel 10-55 
(80 Burbank Road). The direct connection of the wall along the 
southeast side of Parcel 10-55 to the wall delineating the 
southeast boundary of the 20 acre parcel purchased from Elisha 
Johnson (identified below). And the location of a possible NW 
corner marker (described below) 


(13) 
Highly Probable Southeast Property Line of Full 
Farm 


If the Southwest Corner of the Full Farm is correct as identified 
above, the east corner of the 10 acre parcel purchased from 
Simon Dakin may be the same as the north corner of current 
Parcel 10-41 (32 Sibley Road) (GPS -71.746625, 42.161482 on 
Axisgis.com/SuttonMA/ website). 


The northeast property line for Parcel 10-41 and the part of 
Sibley Road running 

toward Boston Road appear to designate the northeast property 
line of the 55 acres that Simon Dakin retained and subsequently 
sold to William Perkins (WCROD, Vol. 8, Pg. 328). However, there 
are dimensional discrepancies. 


In the assignment for Lot 6, Second Division, it is identified as 
being 85 rods/1402.5 wide. In the deeds transferring ownership 
to Rev. David Hall and, subsequently, from Rev. Hall to Simon 
Dakin it is again identified as 85 rods (and that dimension 
corresponds with the identified width of the 10 acre portion of Lot 
8, Second Division, assigned to Freegrace). In the Dakin-to- 
Marble deed for the 10 acre parcel, it is identified as 86 
rods/1419 feet. 


Measuring from the SW corner of Parcel 10-55 (80 Burbank Rd) 
to the north corner of Parcel 10-41 (32 Sibley Road) on 
Axisgis,com/SuttonMA/ totals 1455 feet/88.2 rods. 


At that point the southeast wall of the “house lot” area adjoins a 
stone wall running north-northeast to the side of Rte. 146. This 
second wall delineates the southeast boundary of the 20 acre 
parcel purchased from Elisha Johnson. Together these two 
stone walls delineate the Southeast property line of the 
full sized farm as of 1737. 


(14) 
Possible 


Assuming that the southwest (SW) corner of Parcel 10-55 (80 
Burbank Road) is the southwest corner of the 10 acre parcel 
purchased from Simon Dakin and totaling the “westerly side” 
lengths of the lots and parcels, the southwest property line 
extended 166.6 rods/2748.5 feet to the northwest (NW) corner of 
the full sized farm. 


Returning to the area along the northeast side of the former 
Sibley Reservoir described above in search of the NW corner of 
the full farm. 


When measured on the Axisgis.com/SuttonMA/ website (but 
unable to fully confirm in the full screen view that the chosen 
starting point was “spot on” the southwest corner of Parcel 10-55 
[80 Burbank Road]) 2749 feet measured to GPS co-ordinates 
42.164894, -71.757118. 


With those GPS co-ordinates entered 
a mobile phone, the terminal 
point was beside the continuous 
row of stones described above. 
Observed when following the 
row about 30 feet to the 
northwest was a vertical stone. 


Also beside that stone was a flat stone with an angular top (3™ 
photograph) 


Using the Google Maps app on the 
mobile phone - among trees with no leaves - the GPS co- 
ordinates on the top of this stone were 42.16496, -71.75707. 
When measured on the Google Maps website by entering those 
GPS co-ordinates, this spot is 0.52 mi (approx. 2746 feet) 
northwest of the south corner of Parcel 10-55 (80 Burbank Road). 


This stone is an estimated 110 feet southeast of the point where 
the stone wall between Parcels 10-8 (133 Burbank Road) and 10-6 
(rear 123 Burbank Road) meet the stone wall/wall line along the 
northeast side of the marshland (formerly Sibley Reservoir). 


This is not conclusive evidence. The vertical stone may simply 
have been a piece dislodged from the wall long ago. However, it 
is being supported by a smaller vertical stone on one side and an 
abutting stone on the opposite side. 


(16) 


Neither this stone nor the nearby flat surfaced stone with the 
angular top were excavated to determine full size or to look for 
any indication of having been manually shaped or intentionally 
placed. 


Neither the record” for the assignment of Lot 9, Second Division, 


to Timothy Manning nor the deed” transferring ownership of that 
property to Freegrace Marble has the phrase “marked by a stake 


surrounded by a pile of stones” (or similar) found in later deeds to 
identify the corners of lots. 


No wall nor remnants of a stone wall were observed when 
viewing toward the northeast. Some large stones could be seen 
up slope on the adjoining property. These were not viewed 
directly. 


Perhaps LIDAR would show evidence of a former wall line 
starting at or near this point and running southwest-to-northeast, 
being the northwest boundary of the Full Size Freegrace Marble 
Farm. 


Google Maps 42°09'53.9"N 71°45'25.5"W 
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Full Size Freegrace Marble Farm overlay 


Based on all that is describe above - including my interpretations 
on what has been found and observed - and using current 


technology, the full farm area as of 1737 is here overlaid onto the 


Current terrain. 
Full Size Freegrace Marble Farm, 1737 
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In 1720 Freegrace Marble was assigned an 80 acre lot as part of the second division of land within the 
4000 acres designated for the 30 settling families. Subsequently he purchased 110 acres of abutting 
properties and sold 10 acres, resulting in the full farm being 180 acres as of 1737. The farm was divided 


between sons Enoch and Malachi in 1763. 


The area labeled Freegrace Marble Farm Historic District on 


Google Maps is mislocated. 
(18) 


Transfers to the next generation 


On July 6, 1763 - 5 months after the signing of treaty ending the 
French and Indian War - Freegrace “sold” 100 acres of land, 


the dwelling house and barn to son Malachi for 300L'°. The 
description of this property clearly identifies it as the southwest 
portion of the full farm. 


On the same day Freegrace “Sold” 80 acres of land to son 


Enoch for 300L’°. The defined boundaries for this property 
clearly identify it as the northeast portion of the full farm. 


On the same day Freegrace “Sold” 80 acres of land to son 


Samuel for 300L’’. 

The defined boundaries for this property - specifically 
“Bounded...Eastardly by land of Nathaniel Waters...Southardly by 
the land of George Marsh...” - identifies this to have been land in 
the later named North Parish (incorporated as Millbury in 1813). 
This property would have been a few miles to the northwest of 
the farm. 


The 20 acre difference in the portions of the farm acquired by 
sons Malachi and Enoch was due to most of the wetlands and all 
of the native ritual sites being on the portion acquired by 
Malachi. 


Speculation on the “sales” and pricing. Presuming the intent was 
to divide the value of the properties equally among the five 
Marble siblings, brothers Enoch, Malachi and Samuel paid 120L 
each. The 360L were then divided equally between 

sisters Mary (Marble) Cummings and Rebeckah (Marble) Stevens. 


(19) 
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Property Assignments and Deeds 


Lot 8, Second Division 


Below is the record of the assignment of Lot 8, Second Division, to Freegrace 
Marble extracted from Pg. 25 of the Proprietors of the 4000 Acres records. 
Those records are appended to the Sutton Proprietors Records 


This series of second division assignments starts on Pg. 9 of the Proprietors 
of 4000 Acres (a/k/a Settlers) records. These records have the common date 
of January 20th, 1719 (Julian calendar)/1720 (Gregorian calendar). i.e, 


January 20, 1720. 
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Lot 9, Second Division 


Note: This record is included as a reference for the Manning-to- 
Marble deed below. 
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Manning-to-Marble 70 acre lot and 10 acre parcel 
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Worcester County Registry of Deeds, Vol. 72, Pg. 362 
Freegrace Marble-to-Samuel Marble 
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